
 

1 April 2020 Newsletter  

 April 2020 
Newsletter  future journeys 

Outgoing Journeys 
  September  

Explore     Understand    Serve 
http://ffbcng.org 

August, 2020 Wine tasting in Cumming 

September, 2020 Open World 

Coming Events 

[Editor’s note: Obviously, these are highly subject to change, depending on the progress of COVID-
19] 
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Words from Sherry 
Greetings from your Prez! A lot has happened 
since I last wrote a message for our newsletter. Un-
fortunately, the Covid-19 became a pandemic and 
changed our world.  

2020 JOURNEYS 

Incoming: We were scheduled to host ambassa-
dors from Costa Rico and Des Moines, beginning 
on 4/27. That journey has been cancelled, with 
hopes of rescheduling in 2021 or 2022. Peggy and 
Bob Anderson worked very hard to bring this 
three-way journey into reality. We all share their 
disappointment! 

Outgoing: Our international journey was sched-
uled for Trujillo, Peru in October. Phil Waldrop 
stepped into the Journey Coordinator role and 
worked with the Trujillo JC to schedule our visit. 
Partnering with a travel agent, Phil set up a fantas-
tic extension which included Machu Picchu and 
Lake Titicaca. That journey has also been cancelled 
with hopes of rescheduling. The FFBCNG board 
voted to discontinue international travel until a 
vaccine for the Novel Coronavirus is available. 

Open World: Our delegation from Ukraine is 
scheduled to arrive in the USA on September 15th. 
The Open World Leadership Center has put a hold 
on all delegations until May 31st. A cursory internet 
investigation shows that Ukraine is under quaran-
tine with its number of cases rising. In my opinion, 
Open World delegations will not resume until 
2021. 

CLUB MEETINGS 

Out of an abundance of caution, I cancelled our 
FFBCNG meeting on Sunday, 3/15. The School 
Street Playhouse allowed us to individually re-
schedule our theater tickets. 

Obviously, we will not resume meetings until the 
shelter in place order is lifted and we feel safe. I am 
looking forward to that time. 

Pandemic impact  and FFI financial contri-
bution 

I am asking Ray to include two documents from 
FFI in our newsletter, just in case you did not see 
them. One is a letter from Jeremi Snook, the CEO 
of Friendship Force International. The other is a 
report that shows the financial impact of the pan-
demic on FFI’s income and operations. 

FFI has suggested that all cancelled journeys from 
2020 be rescheduled in 2021 or 2022. I hope we 
will have the FFI staff available to help us after we 
emerge from this pandemic. Members’ journey fees 
are FFI’s main income source and the pandemic 
has erased that income. Another source of income 
for FFI is Open World fees and those delegations 
are on hold. 

Jeremi’s dire words in his letter make it clear that 
if FFI members do not make a financial contribu-
tion, FFI will not survive. Taking all of this into 
account, your board voted to make a $3,000 club 
contribution to FFI. FFBCNG’s bank balance after 
that contribution will be $3,300, more than 
enough to see us through the rest of the year. 

I would like to ask each of you to contribute to FFI 
as well. There is a donate button prominently dis-
played on the website https://
www.friendshipforce.org/. If you were going on an 
international journey, you would have paid $170 in 
FFI fees. For a 7-day domestic journey, the fee 
would be $105. I just made a donation from  Dan 
and myself. 

Your Prez, Sherry 
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Future Meetings and Journeys 

As most of you know or have sensed, our Journey 
with Costa Rica/Des Moines scheduled for April 27 
has been cancelled.  We are hoping for a future 
journey perhaps as soon as next year.  As you all 
know, our lives have been put on hold for 
awhile.  Bob and I thank all of you who said yes 
when we needed you and hope you will continue to 
support us when and if we try this journey again. 

The monthly meetings have been put on hold until 
we are able to gather once again in person.  As 
soon as we get the green light for meetings, we will 
schedule a picnic to celebrate.  Stay safe everyone!  

Bob and Peggy Anderson 

[Editor’s note: the previous plans are still shown 
on the front page, just in case they come to pass.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Journeys  

We might host another Open World Ukrainian 
delegation in September.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

May 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cares and Concerns 
 
 Please remember to inform me if you become 
aware of any care or concern. 
 
Jeannette Waldrop  706-299-4972© 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Carolyn Smith 

17 Aime Baars 

29 Kim Zachman 

31 Tim Anderson 



 

4 April 2020 Newsletter  

  
 
 
 

 
A Message From Jeremy 

 
I hope this letter finds you healthy and well-
provisioned during this difficult time.  This pan-
demic continues to impact all of us in unimagina-
ble ways.  Now more than ever we need to 
hang on to hope for the future and reach 
out to friends and loved ones. 
 
As an organization, Friendship Force faces an eco-
nomic crisis unlike anything we have experienced 
in our 42 year history.  While we have survived 
Y2K, the attacks of 9/11, SARS, and many other 
global catastrophes, never before has our organiza-
tion faced a situation that has impacted every club 
in every country at the same time. 
 
As you know, the mission of Friendship Force is 
financially supported through the act of members 
participating in Journeys.  Cancellation of nearly 
all Journeys for the foreseeable future has FFI fac-
ing the worst financial situation in ts history, put-
ting the organization itself in peril. 
 
FFI operates on a $1.2 million budget annually.  
This budget pays for our technology needs, market-
ing efforts, club growth and development, and our 
small staff of 15 people—half of whom work part-
time.  The pandemic has erased nearly 60% of our 
revenue this year so far, causing us to cease all 
technology projects, eliminate all expenses, and, 
sadly, even lay off some staff and reduce paid 
hours for everyone else.  Without a miracle, FFI 
will deplete its $200,000 in savings and lay off all 
of our dedicated staff by August.  We must not let 
this happen. 
 
Although there are hundreds-of-thousands of peo-
ple who have already lost their jobs and thousands 
of businesses already closed (some permanently) 
as a result of the pandemic, Friendship Force has 
one major advantage:  you. 

 
If we band together, we can support the basic in-
frastructure of FFI to keep its doors open until our 
Journeys are able to pick up again.  One of the 
things the world will need when this pandemic 
subsides is to get out and visit old friends and 
make new ones.  In many ways, I believe this pan-
demic will be a wake-up call for most people to 
seek and embrace real and meaningful relation-
ships.  Ones that expand their understanding and 
connectedness to the world around them, and 
Friendship  Force needs to be there! 
 
I am asking everyone to step up and commit 
to donating one-week’s worth of a US out-
bound Journey fee to FFI; more if you are 
able to do so.  We often talk about how “one 
week” on an FFI Journey can change your life.  
During this crisis, “one week” can ensure that FFI 
will be here in 2021 and beyond, for you and for 
future generations.  If we all come together and 
give, even just a little, collectively we can ensure 
Friendship Force’s future. 
 
Communication, transparency, and access 
are essential in this effort.  To read the latest 
bulletins from myself or FFI, to seek answers to 
your questions, or to ask anything of FFI, please 
don’t hesitate to call, email, text, Facebook, or 
WhatsApp me.  A special link is being set up to 
keep everyone informed at 
blog.Friendshipforce.org and, if you haven’t signed 
up to receive notifications, please go to our website 
and do so today. 
 
Thank you in advance for considering your special 
gift to Friendship Force International  Stay safe 
and let’s keep in touch. 
 
In friendship, 
  
Jeremi Snook, President/CEO 
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We welcome information for future issues of 
this newsletter. To make it informative and 
interesting we need information about what is 
going on in the club. If you have something 
you could share, such as committee updates, 
member updates, or photos of your recent 
travels, please share it. Send by e-mail or tele-
phone call to the newsletter editor:  

Ray Bowyer  

raybowyer@earthlink.net  

770-366-3736  

Deadline for the May issue is May 3, 2020. 
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